
 

 

From Rosemary (Thurlow):- 

We went to see Ken Dodd in Plymouth at a theatre in Union street back in the 80’s. I think 
the theatre in question is now falling apart, in desperate need of renovation.We laughed so 
much my ribs ached, Ken just wouldn’t stop telling these awful jokes. He went over time but 
nobody seemed to mind! 
 
Buddy at the Theatre Royal 
 
By the end of the show everybody was up dancing by their seats even in 
the dress circle, what a night. 
 
Cabaret, the film 
 
This was shown at the cinema in Newquay, we arrived late so had to sit 
apart, the place was packed out. Well worth watching on DVD even now. 
Depicts the early 40’s in Berlin, the somewhat louche nightlife and 
beginnings of Hitler’s rise to power.The scene when children of the Hitler 
youth movement stand up and sing is quite chilling, knowing what is to 
come. 
 
The Ukulele Orchestra of Great Britain 
 
They were booked at the Daphne Du Maurier festival in Fowey 
about 10 years ago. Held in a large tent, they consisted of 8 professional 
musicians playing different types of ukuleles. Up on stage they came in 
full evening dress and proceeded to entertain us with various types of 
music, talking between the music and entertaining us with stories and 
anecdotes. A good evening. 
 
War Horse at the Theatre Royal Plymouth 
 
Having seen the film and read the book I was interested to see how it 
was ‘done ’on stage. It didn’t disappoint, very powerful in places. The 
horse puppets were incredible. 
 
 
From Ann (Smith):- 
 
My favourite of all is David Lean's Dr Zhivago 1965 a romantic drama based on the novel 
by Boris Pasternak, prior World War One and the Russian Revolution 1918-1922 starring 
Omar Sharif,Julie Christie, Alec Guiness and Tom Courtney.  I think I saw this film three or 
four times and both the film and music became  a favourite of myself and my late 
husband.  The theme music (Lara's song) became our song. 
 
Another good film was 'The White Crow' about the true story of Rudolf Nureyev the 
Russian ballet dancer, played by a Ukranian ballet dancer Oleg Ivenko with Ralph Fiennes 
as director, about his life of poverty in Russia and his escape to France in 1961 whilst 
travelling with the Kirov Ballet Company.  It was so interesting and what a dancer! 
 



 

 

 
 
From: Leila:- 
 
Film:  Billy Elliot 
 
One of my favourite films, of a young boy wanting to be a dancer, but his family are poor 
and his brother and Father are on strike from the Coal mines in the North of UK and wanted 
him to be a boxer! His determination to get to an audition at the Royal Ballet in London.   
This film was shown once again, recently on TV.  
 
Every single time I watch this film I am in tears and chocked up, right at the very end of the 
film, when you see Billy as a grown Man of 25 yrs old, a fully fledged Ballet Dancer! just 
about to fly on to the stage as the leading role of the Swan in Swan Lake, and you see him 
in mid air on stage with his proud Dad, Brother and best Friend Michael in the audience.  It 
gets me every time. I Love it!  


