
 

 St Austell u3a May Newsletter 

 

Welcome to May’s edition of our u3a Newsletter. As I sit and write this the wind is whistling and the 

rain coming down, but I am hopeful of better days ahead – in so many ways. 

 

SPEAKERS 

This week saw the return of David Allan who once again gave a very interesting and humorous talk 

on the making of the film “Casablanca”. 

Next month’s Speaker on June 3rd is Susan Symons on the colourful life of Queen Victoria, Part 1 

“The Young Victoria” and don’t forget the list of Speakers up to and including September, is on our 

website HERE 

 

VENUE 

After much research and investigation to no avail, subject to Government lifting of restrictions on 

June 21st and the u3a Trust confirmation, we will be returning to the Arts Centre at some stage after 

that date. Although the Arts Centre has some issues, we will work with them to try and resolve these 

in order to enable those Groups who wish to return there. Some Leaders have found their own 

venues and will have announced this to their Group already.  Nearer to the 21st June and once 

decisions are formalised we will give the go ahead. 

 

THEATRE TRIPS 

The Theatre Group is proposing the following trips for later in the year: 

Friday 25th June Henry V at Pinetum Gardens, St Austell, by touring Festival Players. 7.30 pm start 

(entry from 6.00 pm) preceded by a picnic. £15/person. 

Thursday, 5th August The Miracle Theatre production of comedy 'Starcrazy' at Tregrehan Gardens, 

St Austell. Opens 6pm for picnic together (socially distanced if still required by then!).  Bring your 

own picnic and chair. £15/person. 

Both of the above are open to all u3a St Austell Members. If you would like to attend either or both 

events or would like more information, please contact Linda Johnstone. 

linda.johnstone@staustellu3a.org 

 

GROUPS’ NEWS 

 Groups continuing on Zoom  

Spanish Beginners 

On Line Book Club 

On Line Quiz 

https://staustellu3a.org/speakers
mailto:linda.johnstone@staustellu3a.org


Travellers’ Tales 

Computers, Tablets & IPads 

Silver Slithers 

 

We have our own Zoom Licence now so if your Group wants a one off or recurring Zoom 

meeting,  please contact me. 

   

 Groups who have started/will be starting imminently 

 

Tai Chi 

Walking (Short) 

Walking (Heligan & Lunch) 

Walking (long) from 19th May 

Petanque from 22nd May 

 

Other Groups are beginning to plan ahead to enable them to restart as soon as possible. 

 

Group Leaders are asked to showcase their groups with photos of activities (subject to gaining 

written approval from anyone featured) and schedule of events. Send information to me and I will 

put on our website and where appropriate on our social media accounts as well. Let’s be proud of 

what we do. Camera/Photography Groups – an ideal opportunity to showcase your talents with 

some interesting shots! 

 

New Groups 

If you have an idea or interest for a new group send this in the first instance to Crystal/Maryann who 

will then “advertise it” and if there are enough members with someone willing to run/coordinate the 

group it could start up. See point below. 

 

VOLUNTEERS (yes, this again!) 

It is just so easy to join our St Austell u3a Group and sit back and take what is on offer. However, this 

is not the ethos of the u3a, rather that experience or knowledge you have be shared with others. 

Having a participatory group rather than a group being led by one person doing all the hard work, is 

the way we should be working together. Being a leader of a group is not necessarily about having 

any more knowledge than other members, sometimes it can just be a case of being a good 

researcher, planner or administrator, or being willing to moderate a group. There are a few groups 

who have lost their leader, there are potential new groups who need a leader, but these groups can 

be self motivated to learn from each other, from structured learning material and the like, but just 

need someone to bring them together. With this in mind, is there anyone (or a pair of people) who 

have any interest or experience in the following who would be willing to take on a role like this. 

Contact Crystal or Maryanne. crystal.pearce@staustellu3a.org or 

maryanne.thomas@staustellu3a.org  

- French beginners 
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- Italian conversation 

- German 

- Line Dancing 

- Mah Jong 

- Scrabble 

Francis Firmin has recently agreed to run the Bridge Group and Sheila Clarkson and Trevor Cleary 

have joined forces to run the Computer Group. Thank you! 

 

On this subject, we still need a Chair!  We are running the Committee without a Chair. The 

“Chairman” has the full support of the Committee who have taken on many of the tasks, and no 

experience is necessary purely a minimal commitment of time. PLEASE think if you could take on this 

role, even for a short period, we have well over 300 members now and there must be someone who 

could do this. YOUR GROUP NEEDS YOU! 

 

 

 

Remember the website is updated on a regular basis with latest information. 

Best Wishes 

Chris 

 

https://staustellu3a.org/

